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Account of the defeat of the English at Quebec.

HE English of Baston, after having taken port
royal and all of Acadia, and after having pil-
laged Isle Percée in the manner that you have

evidently already learned, finally came in the month
of october by way of the river St. Lawrence, with a
fleet of 30 Ships, to take Quebec. They took
possession at the outset, of 3 of our barks, which they
encountered in the river. They appeared in the
roadstead of Quebec on the 16th of october. On the
same day, they summoned Monsieur the governor in
writing to give them all the provisions and military
supplies, to raze all the forts, and to surrender to
them at discretion both the property and persons of
the habitans,—adding that, when this was done,
they would talk of an accommodation; furthermore,
they would give only one hour for deliberation upon
this. They were answered, on the instant, that we
expected that God would not favor traitors to religion
and to their legitimate King; and that the mouths
of our Cannon and our muskets would answer their
letter.* On the 18th, toward evening, they made a
descent upon the north shore, between Beauport and
Quebec, to the number of 1,500 men, with 5 pieces
of cannon carrying balls of 6 or 8 livres. In this raid
they killed 4 frenchmen and wounded 7. They
remained 3 days encamped on the land, where they
burned 6 or 7 farmsteads, Carried off some cattle,
killed 2 frenchmen, And wounded 13 in various com-



